tion did not follow us; it had not the courage to look
tremendous events in tho eyes and waited in passive "neu-
trality" f°r somebody's "guarantee."
Soldiers! You went forth at my orders without hesita-
tion, without a moment's thought whether your fate would
not be the same as that of so many generations of Polish
soldiers that have gone before us. Your country had no
happiness to defend, you went forth to defend its honor.
A. year has passed. We have created from among us a new
type of soldier such as Poland did not know before. Our most
essential work is not bravura or military glitter, but an
admirable quiet and calm in our toil without regard for the
difficulties that come up. Among us a boy quickly turns
into a quiet, steady old soldier, prepared for long laborious
toll and not consumed like straw in the first little blaze.
Soldiers and comrades-in-arms! A year has passed, a
year of heavy toil, blocked by so many difficulties that we
are astonished to be still in existence, astonished too that our
native forests have not long since murmured a requiem
over us, the Polish soldiers of the Great War of 1914-15,
And now, after a year of war, as at its beginning, we are
only Poland's vanguard in arms, as also its moral van-
guard, in that we know how to risk all when risk is neces-
sary.
Soldiers! Today, after a year of war and toil, I am sad
that I cannot congratulate you on tremendous triumphs, but
I am proud that with greater assurance today than a year
ago, I can call to you as in the past: "Forward, boys! Be
it to death or life, to victory or defeat, go, awaken Poland to
resurrection by deeds of war."
J. Pilsudski
Ozarow, near Lubatrow,
That first year of fighting on the eastern front had
brought a new glory to the Polish sword. Pilsudski was
an example of quiet strength. He educated both officers
and soldiers to calmness. In military affairs he made a
reputation for the originality of his plans, for unexpected
manouvers that took the enemy by surprise, for a quick-
ness of movement that made his attack irresistible.
The Legions had increased in number. A Third Bri-
gade was organized in 1915. In the early months of that
year Pilsudski was in favor of an energetic campaign for
recruits in that part of Russian Poland then occupied by
the Austrians. By August he had changed his mind. The
military situation, and consequently the political situa-
tion were altering constantly; that meant for the Poles
frequent shifting in their orientation toward the Central
Powers. The German advance had pushed the Russians

